
VISUAL ELECTROPHYSIOLOGY

FOR

CHILDREN

SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL

Please confirm your appointment 
as soon as possible

Medical Technology and Physics

G Block

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

Hospital Avenue, Nedlands 6009

Phone: (08) 6457 2866 
Email: scghmtp@health.wa.gov.au

Monday to Friday

8:00am to 5:00pm

Multi deck car park is only accessible 
from Winthrop Ave

We are unable to organise transport

Where to go?
Department of Medical Technology and 

Physics (MTP)

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

Ground Floor G Block

Entry through glass sliding door off 

Watling Walk near the Blue Lifts.

Short term childcare facilities are not 

available in the hospital. Please make 

arrangements for someone to look after 

your other children during the testing.
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QEIIMC GUIDE 

The QEIIMC Guide is updated quarterly and  
it can be found throughout the medical centre.  
If you have a business, service or an event  
that you would like to promote in the guide  
please phone 9346 4085 or email  
jessica.skaljac@health.wa.gov.au 
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BUS ROUTES AND TRAIN 
STATIONS 

BUSES STOPPING AT QEIIMC 

24 & 25 East Perth to Claremont  
Train Station 

79 Wellington St Bus Station, Esplanade 
Bus Port to QEIIMC 

97 Subiaco Train Station to UWA 

98 & 99 Circle Route - travels in a circle 
outside the city 

103 Fremantle to East Perth 

TRAINS 

Subiaco Train Station - catch 97 bus

Stirling Train Station - catch 98 bus 

Shenton Park Train Station - catch  
98 bus 

Esplanade Train Station - catch 79 bus 
or walk to St Georges Terrace and catch 
24, 25 or 103 bus 

For more information on public transport in 
the area visit www.transperth.wa.gov.au or 
call the Transperth Hotline on 13 62 13.
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g The main visitors car park is the Multi Deck 

facility accessible from Winthrop Avenue.  
The adjacent visitor car park 1 is only 
accessible through the Multi Deck car park.
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Physiotherapy, Patient Liaison Service (D3)

AA Lions Eye Institute (C3)

B   rof etutitsnI AW ,enicideM yrotaripseR  
Medical Research (B4)

C  eraC degA dna noitatilibaheR tpeD  (B4)

CC The Niche (B4)

D SCGH Psychiatric Unit (Ward D20) (B3)

DD  ertneC recnaC  (B3), SCGH Oncology, 
Haematology Clinic, Radiation Oncology (D4) 

E  lacideM etaudarG tsoP ,noitcnuJ tramslevarT  
Education, Retail Centre, Outpatients Clinic, State 
Head Injury Unit, Haematology Clinic, Chapel, 
Discharge Ward (enter from Rose Garden) (C4)

F Radiation Oncology (D4)

G   kcolB ertaehT dna draW niaM HGCS  
(Wards G41 - G75 and Emergency Dept) (D4)

HH Central Energy Plant (D1)

J  noitcelloC nemicepS & noitpeceR tseWhtaP  (E4)

JJ  mooR gniweiV tnemevaereB  (E4)

K PathWest South (E4)

L  yrotarobaL dna ygolohtaP fo loohcS AWU  
Medicine (E3)

M  yrotarobaL dna ygolohtaP fo loohcS AWU  
Medicine, School of Medicine and  
Pharmacology and School of Surgery (E3)

N   laruR dna lanigirobA ,yramirP fo loohcS  
Health Care (E3)

P F.J. Clark Lecture Theatres (D2)

PP PathWest Pathology (D2)
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and Health, Heart Research Institute, Parking 
Department (D2)

T   ,secfifO evitucexE SHMN  
NMHS Redevelopment (D1)

V  SCGH Communications Centre (D3)

WW  ,pohskroW sedarT lateM ,serotS gnireenignE 
Waste Management (D2)

X St Johns Ambulance Depot (A5)

YY   ,ecfifO COB ,erotS sdooG suoregnaD  
Radiation Store (D2)

Z Crawford Lodge (F3)

ZZ OHCWA and Medical Library (F4)
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VEP and ERG testing for children under four years of age

Why does my child need 
testing?
Sometimes it can be difficult to find out how 
much babies and children can see. Your eye 
specialist has requested that we carry out 
some vision tests on your child. The VEP and 
ERG are two tests that can provide clues as 
to how the visual pathway is functioning.

What is a VEP?
The VEP (Visual Evoked Potential) provides 
us with information about optic nerve 
function. Five small button electrodes are 
placed on your child’s head and a flashing 
light is used to stimulate the visual system. 
An electrical response can be detected from 
the visual part of the brain. We test one eye 
at a time using a patch to cover the other 
eye.

What is an ERG?
The ERG (Electroretinogram) is a test of 
retinal function. The retina is the lining at the 
back of the eye that produces an electrical 
signal in response to light. Eye drops are 
used to dilate the eyes. These drops may 
sting briefly when applied. Your child rests 
in a darkened room for 20 minutes. Testing 
takes place in a darkened room with button 
electrodes placed underneath and to the 
side of each eye. A flashing light is used to 
stimulate the retina. After completing several 

steps in the dark, the lights are turned on. We 
wait 10 minutes for the retina to light adapt; 
and the last steps of testing are completed 
with the lights on.

How long will the appointment 
take?

The appointment takes between 2 and 3 
hours.

Does it hurt?

There may be a brief sting from the dilatory 
drops used.

Getting ready for your visit

Children of this age generally perform best if 
testing takes place when they are alert and 
well rested.

If your child is sick before or on the day of your 
appointment, please call the clinic as your 
appointment may need to be rescheduled.

Bring along a drink/bottle or some snacks, 
favourite toys and/or iPad/phone with some 
favourite (calming) music.

We do not have childcare facilities on site 
and recommend that you do not bring other 
children to this appointment. If you have no 
other option then please bring someone to 
watch them for you during the appointment.

What if I can’t make the 
appointment?
Please contact us as soon as possible to 
allow rescheduling. Please note that last 
minute cancellations without a valid reason 
may result in a lengthy delay.

When do I get the results?
Your results are sent to your referring 
doctor within 4-6 weeks. Should your 
doctor require the results sooner, he/she 
can contact us for a technical report.


